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Empty-nester answers Assistance League’s call
Nine months into her volun-

teering with Assistance League 
Chicagoland West, Hinsdale’s 
Inga Haveric was asked to serve 
as secretary. Flattered, she was 
also a bit perplexed.

“I said, ‘I think I’m the only 
person here that doesn’t have 
English as a first language,’ ” 
said the native of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. 

Haveric held the post for two 
years before assuming her cur-
rent role as chair of the organiza-
tion’s Operation School Bell pro-
gram, giving clothing and school 
supplies to under-resourced 
elementary students.

She was involved in Operation 
School Bell from the start of her 
involvement, serving as site coor-
dinator for two of the dozens of 
schools across DuPage County 
with which ALCW partners.

“We buy new coats, gloves and 
hats, and then we pack them,” 
Haveric explained. “We coordi-
nate with school social workers to 
identify students who would fall 
under (the program’s) umbrella.

“Just being there and going to 
school and doing the fittings, you 

see the smiles on the kids’ faces,” 
she said,

It was a neighbor’s invitation 
several years ago to ALCW’s 
annual Books & Brunch fundrais-
er that introduced Haveric to the 
Hinsdale-based agency. In addi-
tion to Operation School Bell, she 
learned of efforts to equip those 
transitioning out of homelessness 
with kitchen essentials and pro-
vide pre-literacy training mate-
rials to preschool, kindergarten 
and early elementary school 
students. 

Haveric was inspired and asked 
if she could join.

“They said, ‘Of course you can 
help!’ ” she recounted. She was 
immediately struck by the quality 
of the organization’s manage-
ment and the shared heart of the 
volunteer corps for those in need.

“It’s lots of women just getting 
together and doing something 
for the community, and I think 
that’s a very good thing,” Haveric 
said. “We live here and you can 
see what kind of impact you are 
making.”

The volunteers also bring an 
array of backgrounds that fit 

together well in advance of the 
mission.

“We bring different skills — 
somebody is good with com-
puters, somebody is really good 
with organizing, we’ll have legal 
expertise. Everybody brings 
parts into the bigger picture,” 
said Haveric, an accountant who 
more than happy to pore over 
agency spreadsheets. “We are 
like a little corporation with lots 
of good will.”

Having fled the war-torn for-
mer Yugoslavia in the mid-1990s, 
Haveric understands the hard-
ship that some of these families 
are going through.

“I can relate to being displaced 
and needing help,” she said. 

— by Ken Knutson
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n MAKING A DIFFERENCE
 Making a Difference is a part-

nership between The Hinsdalean 
and Assistance League 

Chicagoland West, whose mis-
sion is to deliver education and 
outreach programs that address 
needs and help transform lives 

in local communities.
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